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Aim of Marking 
 

 To provide constructive feedback to further children’s learning 

 To identify and address children’s mistakes and misunderstandings 

 To offer praise to enable children to ‘Believe and Achieve’ and feel proud of their efforts and 
achievements 

 To empower children to take responsibility for improving their own work 

 To assess children’s achievement against and understanding of the skills taught 

 To ensure all children receive quality feedback appropriate to their age and ability 

 To support the workload of teaching staff 
 

 

Procedures 

 All work must be acknowledged in some way by the teacher and this should be evident in 
children’s books, even if this is just a tick, initial or stamp 

 Marking and feedback will relate to the skills and curriculum taught (communicated through 
learning objectives / WALTs and Steps to Success) and may also reflect children’s progress 
towards class or personal targets 

 Marking is an integral part of assessing children’s work and teachers are encouraged to use 
their professional judgement to implement a range of marking strategies appropriately to move 
children forward in their learning e.g. written feedback might be used effectively to respond to 
longer pieces of writing whilst verbal feedback may have more impact during guided group work 

 The range of marking and feedback strategies used to mark children’s work effectively in 
order to meet the above aims include: 

o One star * and a next step  written feedback (see appendix 1) 

o Peer and self-assessment (see appendix 2) 

o Modelled editing (see appendix 3) 

o Class marking (see appendix 4) 

o Coding (see appendix 5) 

o Printed feedback (see appendix 6) 

o Highlighting (see appendix 7) 

o Spelling (see appendix 8) 

o Typed feedback on the online learning journey Tapestry for EYFS/KS1 children 

 Teachers must be aware of each child’s understanding of their learning outcomes and annotate 
their planning accordingly 

 Children should be given regular opportunities to reflect and act upon marking and feedback and 
their responses should be clear to staff e.g. through the use of highlighters and / or polishing 
pens 

 Teachers and children will work to ensure next steps are implemented in future work in order to 
share the responsibility for teaching and learning 
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 Teachers are responsible for marking work completed within class. Teaching partners may mark 
work completed when working with an individual or a group in order to provide feedback to the 
child and to the teacher 

 When a child shows evidence of GD learning having been achieved verbally, the pupil’s 
comment must be written on a post-it note (or something similar), and stuck in the child’s book 
on the same page as the WALT being covered 

 If next steps are the same for every child, teacher may print star and next steps and stick this 
into books, or give verbal feedback either as a mini-plenary or within the following lesson 
(ensuring books show a record of VF or Verbal Feedback for that piece of work) 

 Teachers are to use their professional judgment in guiding children to use the ‘learning line’ at 
the most appropriate times during lessons self-assess their learning throughout the lesson and, 
when appropriate, display it next to the WALT, marking where their confidence lies at the end of 
a lesson 

 All teachers and teaching partners (when marking supported individual or group work) must use 
black pens to mark pupil’s work 

 Polishing pens, used by children for Peer and Self-Assessment and for editing to improve their 
writing must be purple 

 When a piece of work is peer-assessed, “Peer-assessed…” should be written and completed by 
the relevant child 

 English: Writing checklists should be created and displayed in books for extended pieces of 
writing. These can then be highlighted by the teacher or with the children to identify success and 
next steps 

 Maths: Written marking (peer/self/teacher led) must be done throughout a lesson, with 
misconceptions and mistakes being addressed. Teacher must then use this to assess which 
children will need guided support within the independent task. Any child who does not achieve 
the learning objective within the lesson, should, where possible, receive an immediate 
intervention later that day or as soon as possible afterwards. Evidence of this should be 
recorded in the child’s Maths book and marked by the teaching partner to show 
achievement/next steps. Next steps for a lesson should be addressed in the following lesson. 

 Incorrect spellings should be identified and marked in extended pieces of work across the 
curriculum (no more than 3 spellings per piece of work). For guidance, teachers should focus on 
spellings from the age appropriate spelling lists and topic specific words. Where it is evident that 
children need to practise words, strategies should be put into place see examples below: 
appendix 8. 

 If a lesson has been taught and marked by a supply teacher, a ‘Supply Teacher’ note or stamp 
should be used, in addition to their feedback 

 For subjects where it would be helpful or even necessary to assess a final piece of work or 
project piece as either Working Towards (WT), Achieved (A) or Greater Depth (GD) to 
contribute to a final assessment or report, teachers can make this decision. 

 When a child has worked with an adult/often works with support from an adult, a code needs to 
be used to show which work was completed independently (I) and which was supported by the 
adult (TP/CT) 

 Tapestry: 

o At St Gregory’s, we provide all EYFS children attending an ‘online learning journal’ 

through the platform of ‘Tapestry’. This platform, which records observations, photos and 

videos also provides an opportunity for families to comment and add their own 

observations to their own child’s journal
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o When sending an observation to families, Teachers and Teaching Partners where 

possible will add in a ‘next step’ to support the children with their learning 

o Whilst Tapestry provides a fantastic tool for sharing information between school and 

home, it is not used as a way of sharing general communication 

o Observations are monitored by the Early Years Phase Leader and assessed during 

monitoring to ensure they are providing relevant and informative information 

 

Status: APPROVED N. Tippen Date Approved: 15.12.2024 
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Appendix 1: Star and Next Step Written Feedback 
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Appendix 2: Peer and Self-Assessment 
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Appendix 3: Modelled Editing 
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Appendix 4: Class Marking 
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Appendix 5: Coding 
 

Marking Codes 

 

Punctuation mistake 

 

Underlined Spelling mistake 

 

? What do you mean? 

. Incorrect 

 Well done 

 Achieved securely 

 

 Something you’ve done well 

 

 New paragraph 

 

Missed word 

 

 Next step 

VF Verbal feedback given (EYFS and KS1 only) 

TP TP supported 

CT Teacher supported 
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Appendix 6: Printed Feedback 
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Appendix 7: Highlighting 
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Appendix 8: Spelling 
 


