
Oracy
and

Teaching your child 
to read



What is Oracy?

Speaking 

Listening 

Confidence 

Vocabulary 

Fluency 







3 to 4 year 
olds



Children in Reception…



Developing Oracy skills

• Model good speaking and listening skills in 
conversation with your children. 

• Make time to talk. 

• Make comments about what your child is doing.
4 comments, 1 question. 

• Follow your child's directions as she or he explains 
how to do something.



•Play games that encourage your child to speak and 
listen, and take turns with others. (I Spy, I went 

shopping…, rhyming games, 
would you rather?, Odd One Out)

•Switch off the TV, iPads and mobile phones as much as 
possible and replace with games, books or conversations.

• Read a range of books. 10% of vocabulary that we 
have is from conversation and the rest is from books.

•Make sure not to correct your child if they don’t say 
something correctly. Instead, repeat back what they have 

said, modelling the correct language.

•Support your child in Oracy in whichever language they 
(and you) are most confident in.



Support at school

• Daily Oracy sessions

• In lessons

• Oracy intervention group

• After school club



Teaching your child to read



We teach your child to read 
using Phonics

Phonics is…

Skills of 
segmenting 

and blending

Knowledge
of the 

alphabetic 
code.



Definitions

A Phoneme

This is the smallest unit of sound in a 
word.

There are 44 phonemes altogether.
How many phonemes can you hear in   

cat?



Definitions

A Grapheme

These are the letters that 
represent the phoneme.

Children need to practise recognising the 
grapheme and 

saying the phoneme that it represents.



A phoneme you hear

A grapheme you see

A word always has the same number 
of phonemes and graphemes!



• Phonemes are represented by 
graphemes.

• A grapheme can consist of 1, 2 or 
more letters.

• A phoneme can be 
represented/spelled in more than one 

way (cat, kick) 

• The same grapheme may represent 

This is where it gets tricky!



Blending

This is where we recognise the letter 
sounds in a written word…

For example: c-u-p

and blending them to pronounce 
the word ‘cup’. 



Segmenting

• ‘Chopping up’ the word to spell it 
out

• The opposite of blending

• Identifying the individual sounds in 
a spoken word (e.g. h-i-m , f-or-k) 
and writing down graphemes for 

each phoneme.



DIGRAPHS – 2 letters that make 
1 sound

ee oo th oa ai

TRIGRAPHS – 3 letters that make 
1 sound

igh ear     air

Once children have learned the single 
phonemes…



words that are not phonetically decodable

Tricky words are…



Phase 1 
* Distinguishing between sounds in the 

environment and phonemes.

Showing an awareness of rhyme and 
alliteration. 

* Exploring and experimenting with 
sounds and words.

* Discriminating speech sounds in words. 



Phase 2

• Blending for reading and segmenting for 
spelling 

simple CVC words.

• Understanding that words are constructed 
from phonemes and that phonemes are 

represented by graphemes.

Set 1 - s,  a,  t,  p,

Set 2 - i,  n,  m,  d,

Set 3 - g,  o,  c,  k,

Set 4 - ck,  e,  u,  r,

Set 5- h,  b,  f,  ff,  l,  ll,  ss



Phase 3
• Knowing one grapheme for each of the 

phonemes.

• Reading and spelling a wide range of 
cvc words.

• Using all letters and a range of 
digraphs. 

Set 6 - j,   v,   w,   x

Set 7 - y,   z,   zz,   qu

Digraphs: 

ear,  air,  ure,  er,  ar,  or,  ur,  ow,  oi,  ai, ee,  igh,  oa,  oo

Consonant digraphs:

ch,   sh,   th,   ng.



Can you remember what the
following words mean?

Phoneme

Grapheme

Digraph

Trigraph



Phoneme

Grapheme

Digraph

Trigraph

Single unit of sound.

Written representation of a 
phoneme.

2 letters making one sound ( ai, 
ee, oo)

3 letters making one sound ( 
igh , ear )



Home Reading 
Books 



Home Reading 
Books 



How you can help with phonics…
• Reading every night – to and with your child

• Practise recognising tricky words and sounds 
learned so far 

• Playing games like Teach Your Monster to 
Read

• Watching Alphablocks

• Sound out simple words regularly to model for 
your child 




